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BCC Picnic 

On a beautiful August evening, 40 Chieftains and family gathered at Bob 
and Eileen Marshall’s home on Sylvan Lake.  Once again, the food was 
plentiful and delicious.  Mike Keith brought his blonde “partner,” who was the 
“Belle” of the party.  Thanks to Walt DeNio and Dave Myre for organizing 
and cheffing the party. 

 

   
 

      
 
More photos are at:  http://tinyurl.com/9cjejze   You have to sign in, but it’s 
free. 
 

AROUND THE PATCH 
Show time approaches. 

How are you coming in mastering our Fall Show repertoire? 
(a) I can read the notes and sing the music accurately, with the paper. 
(b) I know the notes and words and am off the paper. 
(c) I have mastered the song and know the interp. 

(a)  (b)  (c)  
1.   Breakin' Up Is Hard To Do  ___ ___ ___ 
2.   Cabaret    ___ ___ ___ 
3.   Coney Island Baby  ___ ___ ___ 
4.   Hands Of Time   ___ ___ ___ 
5.   Home On The Range  ___ ___ ___ 
6.   I'm Always Chasing Rainbows ___ ___ ___ 
7.   Saints Go Marchin' In  ___ ___ ___ 
8.   You Tell Me Your Dream.   ___ ___ ___ 

 
"Cabaret" and "I'm Always Chasing Rainbows" will also be our Spring contest 
songs!   
 
The date for our Fall Retreat is being revisited, due to a conflict with the Sage 
Lake gathering which Roger, Dick, and Freddie will be attending. 
 
Noah Thomas Blue was born August 15, 2012 at 6:57 and weighed 8 lbs and 
was 20 1/2 inches. “Thanks for your thoughts and prayers. Everyone is doing 
well and very excited.”  The chorus presented Tom with a gift certificate to 
Babies R Us. 
 



Bill Maxfield turned the big 70 on July 29 and celebrated with a video of 
feeding a Texas Longhorn at the African WildLife Farm near Cedar Point. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUYMhoXwRWg&feature=youtube_gdata
_player 
 
Tyrel Hunter is our newest member.  Tyrel arrives with Tenor experience 
from the Lancaster, Pennsylvania Red Rose Chorus.  He is a software 
developer at Bosch Automotive Electronics in Plymouth. Welcome, Tyrel! 
 
Sandy Northey continues to improve.  She uses a walker, can now get in and 
out of cars, so that she was able to come to the chapter picnic. 
 
Bob Wallace and Bill Holmes have had back issues. 
 
Roger Holm had abdominal hernia surgery. 
 
Eric Domke spent part of August in the hospital with a leg infection. 
 
Ed Lilly died Saturday, July 28, in his late 80s.  He was very active both in the 
Pontiac chapter and in the Pioneer district in the 1950s and 1960s.  

He sang Tenor with the 1958 District Champions (Staff Sergeants) 
(Ed Lilly -Tenor, Bernie Smith - Lead, Jack Golding - Baritone, Don Golding -
Bass); and he also sang Lead with the 1962 District Champions 
(Curbstone Serenaders) ( Ed Lilly - Lead, Bob Marshall - Tenor, 
Tom Rafferty - Baritone, Cliff Douglas - Bass). The Serenaders 
represented the then Michigan District in Kansas City placing 20th   He also 
sang Tenor and Lead with various other pick-up quartets 

Ed was very active in the Elks Club and was at one time the Exultant 
Ruler and was active with the drum and bugle corps of the Elks and was their 
featured singer when appropriate. 

 He was also active in Barbershop while in Florida, directed a small band 
and sang solo when needed.  

He had befriended an Alzheimer patient at Independence Village, where 
we sang for them.  When she was moved by her daughter to a better medical 
situation, Ed seemed to have lost his purposefulness.  He had a stroke a few 
days before his death.  His body was donated to the MSU Medical School. 

His daughter Pam will donate much of his barbershop stuff to the Pontiac-
Waterford chapter. 
 
Harold Lanning 

“Some of you may remember Harold Lanning (sitting next to Mike Keith 
and John Smith). I crossed paths with Harold today. 

Two for one: Harold had the privilege of singing both National Anthems 
at the Toronto Blue Jays vs. Detroit Tigers game today. Harold was always a 
great Christmas soloist.  Harold sang great. 

Side Note: The tigers won, going away in the 11th inning; 
(From Jack Teuber) 

 
Here is a link to the Sons of the Severn recording of “You Tell Me Your 

Dream” that Tom Blue referred to. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xl2yb0hXx68 
 
2012 Chris Miller Honorary Quartets 
7/19: Doc Mann quartet 

(Blackstone/Teuber,Mann,Cowlishaw,Perry) 
10/11: Gil Schreiner quartet (McFadyen,Schreiner,Johnson,Holm) 
 

Quartet News 
4GVN, with Cowlishaw subbing at Baritone for the ailing Eric Domke, 

performed for a 60th High School Reunion at the Deer Lake Athletic Club, 
Saturday evening, Aug 18.  The quartet roamed for a half hour and then sang 
an eleven-song set for the 55 assembled guests.  A highlight of the evening 
was the presence of the father of Scott Turnbull, deceased member of Ivy 
League. 
 
4GVN at Milford Friday Night Live Concert Series 

It was a beautiful warm summer evening last night. 4GVN had the 
pleasure of sharing the stage with Perfect Fifth as they sang one last time 
before parting ways. They sang as a foursome, as one of their members, Caleb, 
was leaving home to go to college. 

The audience of about 70+ people, and about 30+ people casually 
stopping by to catch an earful , were very appreciative and attentive. Everyone 
was involved in hand clapping and singing along during the entire evening. 

They especially enjoyed our little contest to see who would be the first 
one to guess the popular singer who did a remake of "Aura Lee"! 

We closed out the night by singing “God Bless America” with Perfect 
Fifth joining. 

A big thank you goes out to the Huron Valley Council For The Arts, and 
the Milford Downtown Development Authority, for allowing us to be their 
closing performers for their "Friday Night Live" concert series. And also to 
"Poppa" Richardson, (Shaun and James’ dad) for letting us use their wonderful 
sound system, including a special cardioid condenser microphone! 

(From Wayne Oberstadt) 
 

 

 



Limited Edition at Highland Township’s Summer Concert Series 
Limited Edition joined with the Huron Valley Chorus to present a free 

concert, Wednesday evening, August 15 as the final event in Highland 
Township’s Summer Concert Series.  The event took place at Veterans Park in 
Highland.  About 70 people sat in lawn chairs in perfect weather to hear the 
Chorus, under the direction of Jacquelin Rhodes sing a set of popular choral 
numbers, including many Broadway songs.  Before and after, the quartet sang 
two sets of songs, chosen by Charlie Perry, a past member of the chorus, to 
exemplify the wide range of types that the quartet has in its repertoire – 
patriotic, Americana, Disney, classic barbershop, doo-wop, and inspirational.   
“It’s very family-friendly and intimate because the performers are right at the 
audience level in a nice park setting,” said Highland Township Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA) Director Missy Dashevich. Food was available 
for purchase from Picasso Pizza and Big Nick’s Hot Dogs. 
 
Bowers Corn Roast 

Limited Edition performed Sunday, Aug 26, at the Bowers School 
Farm Fund Raiser Corn Roast.  The quartet sang a half hour to about 110 
people seated down below this pagoda, with its troublesome audio system, 
leading to a VERY close encounter of the singers to the microphone. 

 
(Jeff snapped this photo remotely with his new GoPro) 

 
BCC 2012 Performance thru July: Total: 64 gigs to 4883 folks. 

 

MEMBERSHIP (at 55) 
New Member: Tyrel Hunter 
Renewals: Zaven Melkonian (13) 
Due in September – Bruce LaMarte, Gil Schreiner, Ray Sturdy,  
Overdue: Walt Bachmann, Michael Oberstadt, Charlie Perry, Dave 

Shantz 

September Birthdays: Bob Stephenson (1st), Charlie Perry (6th), Greg 
Moss (8th), John Cowlishaw (10th), Neil Braun (13th), Dick Johnson 
(24th), Dave Myre (29th) 

Barbershopper of the Month (August) John 
Cowlishaw 

 

 

AROUND THE DISTRICT 
Bush League 

Congratulations to Chieftain Jeff Spires and 
Classic Fit who won the Bush League 
competition this year. 

“I'm so pleased with having won with the 
first registered quartet I've been a member." 

“Classic Fit, made up of Dave Anderson, Kevin Moriarity (both 
members of D.O.C. and Motor City Metro), Eric Van Poucker (D.O.C.), and 
myself (Pontiac-Waterford, Macomb, D.O.C., and Northwest Ohio), are 
planning to compete in the fall Pioneer contest, too. We attended the coaching 
session three weeks ago, held in Okemos.  The five coaches we worked with 
were very up-beat.  We plan to make the rounds to the area chapters in the 
next weeks, leading up to the District competition." 

Jeff 
 
August Pioneer District Troubadour is now online. 

It contains quite a bit about our Big Chief Chorus and our quartets. 
Check it out at:  
http://www.pioneerdistrict.org/troubadour/Troubadour_Menu.htm 
and click on the August, 2012 edition. 
 
Supercharging Your Chapter 

Five Big Chiefs attended the 3rd District “Supercharging Your Chapter” 
workshop, in Ann Arbor, Saturday, August 25.  They were Bob Greenwood, 
Dick Johnson, Doc Mann, Ray Sturdy, and John Cowlishaw. 

The event was sponsored by the Huron Valley Chapter, organized by Joe 
McDonald, and taught by Paul Ellinger and drew about 30 barbershoppers – 
from Huron Valley, Pontiac-Waterford, Macomb, and Wayne. 

A little history.  At a Leadership Academy two years ago, a round table of 
about 35 Pioneers brainstormed on what it is that chapters desire and how to 
achieve that.  The result came down to two things: singing better and growing 
the chapter.  Paul Ellinger and Joe McDonald followed up on that, and Paul 
created the Supercharging Your Chapter workshops to answer the question of 
how to accomplish those goals.  The answer to the first goal is Wavebox 
Singing.  The answer to the second goal is Turbo Growth.  Any organization 
that doesn’t reach out beyond itself is doomed to failure, which resulted in a 



third prong – Altruistic Purpose.  Joe’s hometown chapter agreed to test it out.  
Last March, Paul offered his first SYC workshop at Mt Pleasant to see whether 
the concepts had traction.  The result was so impressive that the Mt Pleasant 
chapter has basically changed its whole outlook, from one of competition and 
contest, to one of service, an altruistic purpose (which they won’t specifically 
state, because they hope that each chapter will develop its own, but it’s along 
the lines of “help other people improve their lives in some significant way”). 

Based on this early success, an attempt was made by Paul and Joe to enlist 
the support of other chapters.  Grosse Point, Huron Valley, Lansing, and 
Holland were the other chapters that agreed to host a workshop in 2012.  (The 
$20 registration fee helps to reimburse those chapters for their management 
costs.) 

The content of the workshop can’t be described easily, but here is an 
attempt. 

Wavebox Singing is all about singing better.  The most important thing is 
probably that it emphasizes what to think, not what to do. Those who have 
listened to Paul will know about the details, - Proud Regal, Wall of Sound, 
Semicircle singing, Cursive Endings, “Oh Really” Breath, Silent H and 
Boswell Ahh, and Basic Phrase Interpretation. 

Turbo Growth enlists the image of a turbocharger with input (effort) 
amplified into output (but don’t worry about the result).  People join 
barbershop for Fun, Camaraderie, and Singing.  But Purpose trumps them all. 

Less than 1 % of us feel that recruitment is part of our responsibility as 
barbershoppers.  Paul emphasized how ineffective most of our recruiting 
methods are.  (A few years ago, the Society spent more than $100,000 for a 
Nation-wide New York Times ad ago that resulted in 16 responses and 0 new 
memberships.) 

 
Rob Pettigrew directs the closing “Keep the Whole World Singing” 

The most effective recruiting methods use Personal and Interactive 
interactions after a person has heard actual barbershop (rather than their 
stereotype).  Thus one approaches someone after a performance to ask, “So… 
Where do you like to do your singing?” Paul has crafted this question to avoid 
the most common pitfalls.  Some people sing in front of other people; they’re 
easy.  Most sing alone.  (Why? The fear of being judged.)  Five minutes 
practice at each chorus rehearsal on the possible dialogues could do wonders. 

The MountainTown Singers are now training some of their members in 
the SYC approach.   

SYC 2 is now being created, and the MountainTown Singers are training 
some of their own members to teach the SYC approach.   

Reading this won’t convince someone to embrace Wavebox Singing or 
Turbo Charging, but at least, ‘shoppers might be intrigued to consider 
attending a future workshop (there is one in Lansing on Sept. 8), and to 
consider encouraging the chapter to consider hosting an event in 2013.  

 
OlogyCat Quartets 

Slots for the OlogyCat Quartets filled up quickly, Aug 23, as Pioneers 
vied for the opportunity to sing with Chordiology and Ebb N’ Flow. 

This year's songs are: 
Tin Roof Blues – Society Stock #7401 
Jump Shout Boogie – Society Stock #205536  

 

AROUND THE WORLD 
Grady Kerr’s August issue of PRESERVATION - the Barbershop 

Harmony Society's history magazine - is now published and ready for you - 
enjoy 
http://www.barbershop.org/preservation-publication.html 
 

Media 
Finale 
…has been playing around with their offerings again.  In 2009, the minimal 
version, Finale Notepad, began to cost $9.95, and the only free program was a 
Finale Reader. But in February, 2012, they abandoned the Reader and returned 
Notepad to being a freebie.   

From their site: 
Finale NotePad is a free download that can create, play, and print 

music notation. NotePad can also open and save MIDI and 

MusicXML files and is compatible with version 2012 and older 

Finale family notation files. 

 
You can download Notepad 2012 from 
http://www.finalemusic.com/NotePad/Default.aspx 
and it will play all earlier files. 



 
On the other hand, you can use a combination of MuseScore for notation, and 
.XML for portability between people with different notation programs. 
 
PrintMusic, MuseScore, and .XML 

I am continually frustrated in the sharing of PrintMusic files with my 
friends, all of whom seem to have different editions of PrintMusic. 

Thus, I took a try at MuseScore.  For those who are used to PrintMusic, 
MuseScore may represent a steep learning curve. 

But the problem with PrintMusic, the non-portability between different 
editions, seems to be overcome by the use of MuseScore and MusicXML. 

From the MuseScore guide: 
MusicXML (*.xml) 
MusicXML is the universal standard for sheet music and can be used by 

most of the currently available scorewriters including Sibelius, Finale, and 
more than 100 others. It is the recommended format for sharing your sheet 
music between different scorewriters. 

(Why did I not know this?) 
Using MusicXML, I can import newer Print Music files into my 2011 

PrintMusic and they will open. And folks with older PrintMusic software can 
import my 2011 files, again via MusicXML. 

Thus, people with any version of PrintMusic can exchange files simply by 
using MusicXML as the transport medium. 

Furthermore, people that don't have ANY Finale software can download 
MuseScore for free (www.musescore.org ) and then import any PrintMusic file 
that has been translated into MuseScore. 

The drop-down menus within both MuseScore and PrintMusic make it 
easy to export a score as a .xml file. 

Whadya think? 
If you want to try it out, ask John Cowlishaw for an .XML file 

 
Yogi Berra Explains Woodshedding!! 
(From Tom Wiener, bigkay734  on BBShop) 
Interviewer: What do expect is in store for the future of woodshedding? 
Yogi: I'm thinkin' there'll be a group of guys who've never met talkin' about it 

all the time. 
Interviewer: Can you explain woodshedding? 
Yogi: I can't, but I will. 90% of all woodshedding is half improvisation. The 

other half is the part people sing while others are singing something they 
never sang with anyone who sang that part. So if you sing the wrong part, 
its right. If you sing the right part, it might be right if you sing it wrong 
enough. But if you sing it too right, it's wrong. 

Interviewer: I don't understand. 

Yogi: Anyone who understands woodshedding knows that you can't 
understand it. It's too complicated. That's what's so simple about it. 

Interviewer: Do you understand it? 
Yogi: No. That's why I can explain it. If I understood it, I wouldn't know 

anything about it. 
Interviewer: Are there any great woodshedding singers alive today? 
Yogi: No. All the great woodshedding singers alive today are dead. Except for 

the ones that are still alive. But so many of them are dead, that the ones 
that are still alive are dying to be like the ones that are dead. Some would 
kill for it. 

Interviewer: What is syncopation? 
Yogi: That's when the note that you should hear now happens either before or 

after you hear it. In woodshedding, you don't hear notes when they happen 
because that would be some other type of music. Other types of singing 
can be woodshedding, but only if they're the same as something different 
from those other kinds. 

Interviewer: Now I really don't understand. 
Yogi: I haven't taught you enough for you to not understand woodshedding 

that well. 

 

Historic photos, #8 

 
62nd annual show, “Happy Trails to You, Or How the West Was Sung,”  
Forty-six chorus members sang seven songs, and quartets included: 
Jackpot, Local Color II, Celebration, Bath City Boyz, 

Off The Reservation, Sunny Side, and Four Wheel Drive. 

(Photo by Jeff Doig) 
 

 
All articles and photos are by the Editor unless stated otherwise. 
 



CHAPTER LEADERSHIP 
Director: Thomas Blue (248-814-9627) 
Assistant Directors: F. McFadyen, D. Johnson, B. Holmes, & M. Frye 
President: Jack Teuber (248-334-3686) 
Past President: Doc Mann (248-628-0189)  
VP: Chapter Dev: Eric Domke 
VP: Music and Performance: Roger Holm  
VP: Marketing & PR: Open 
Secretary: Charlie Perry 
Treasurer: Dick Johnson 
Members at Large - Walt Bachmann, Mike Frye, Fred Pioch, Ray Sturdy 
Chorus Manager: Open 
Captain Sunshine: Bill Maxfield 
Section Leaders: McFadyen, Stephenson, Cowlishaw, Moss 
Music Team: Holm, Blue, Johnson, Doig, Ensign, McFadyen, Murray, 

Prueter, Moss, Cowlishaw, and Stephenson 
Bulletin Editor: John Cowlishaw, (248-891-4498)  
 
CALENDAR  (Times are Performance Times, Warmups 45’ earlier) 
Aug 28, T, 7:00 BCC Practice, Waterford Oaks Activity Center 
Sep 4, T, 7:00 BCC Practice, Waterford Oaks Activity Center 
Sep 8, Sa , Supercharging Your Chapter, Lansing  
Sep 11, T, 7:00 BCC Practice, Waterford Oaks Activity Center 
Sep 18, T, 7:00 BCC Practice, Waterford Oaks Activity Center 
??, Sa  Fall retreat/Show Prep 
Sep 25, T, 7:00 BCC Practice, Waterford Oaks Activity Center 
Oct 2, T, 7:00 BCC Practice, Waterford Oaks Activity Center 
Oct 19-21  Fall Convention, Battle Creek - McCamly Hotel  

W K Kellogg Auditorium 
Nov 3, Sa 68th Annual BCC Show, Mott High School 
 


