
 
           

  Vol. 8, No. 12, (#96)   April 1, 2009 
 
The Big Chief Chorus had several singouts in March, including a recognition 
luncheon for Oakland County Parks and Recreation employees and a St. 
Patrick’s Day party at Canterbury on the Lakes,.  Each audience numbered 
nearly a hundred. In addition we hosted our 53rd Woodshed Contest at Pontiac 
Country Club That brings our 2009 total to 51 performances, to 1272 people. 
 
“The Pontiac-Waterford Chapter continued a new tradition this St. Patrick's 

Day. For the sixth consecutive year the Big Chief Chorus entertained the 
residents of Canterbury on the Lake and their guests. The chorus presented a 45 
minute concert which included four chapter quartets – Celebration, 
Vintage, Local Color IV, and B Natural (with Jeff Doig on Lead). 
Canterbury on the Lake is a senior residence and care facility connected to the 
Episcopal Church and is open to all comers. The residence includes a chapel that 
is second only to the Mormon Tabernacle. The acoustics are fantastic, which 
brings great pleasure to the chorus and the audience. An added incentive for the 
chorus is an Irish Pub located on the lower level. Barbershoppers were not 
reluctant to join the residents for Green Beer and Snacks. Informal quartet 
singing continued into the wee hours of the night.” (By Jack Teuber) 

 

McFadyen, Doig, Mann, Johnson, and 
Northey charming the “green” ladies 
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Dick Johnson managed and emceed our 53rd Annual Woodshed Contest, 
Friday evening, March 27 at the Pontiac Country Club.  Forty six ‘shoppers 
showed up to try their voice at the ancient art of woodshedding.  Bob 
Greenwood brought the snacks.  Pete Mazzara, Bill Dabbs, Howard Lynn, and 
Chuck Murray worked the tables.  The bar was a short walk away.  Freddie 
McFadyen led the twenty-one members of the chorus in performance of “Under 
the Boardwalk” and “Aint Misbehavin’.”  Moxxy was present to sing and 
judge.  With some trepidation, the Moxxy members raked each of the thirteen 
quartets over the coals before awarding the coveted Woodshed badges to 
Who?, a quartet comprised of Doc Heaton (Flint, Lead), (20-year old) Jacob 
Welty (Flint, Tenor), John Cowlishaw (Pontiac-Waterford, Bari), and Zaven 
Melkonian (Pontiac-Waterford, Bass), singing “On Moonlight Bay.” Four-To-
Go was present to entertain.  The Flint chapter repeated as winners of the 
Bennington Trophy (for largest percentage chapter participation). (With input 
from Dick Johnson) 

 
 

Jacob, Doc, Zaven, & John, singing 
victory song,  

 
Photo by Jeff Doig 

  



AROUND THE PATCH 
We’ve been happy to have Jim McDonald and Tom Humphrey as guests this 
past month.  Tom was visiting from the Houston Tidelanders’ chorus. 
 
Bob Marshall performed (again) as an old codger in “Funny Stuff IV,” put on 
by the Heart-of-the-Hills Players. (Feb 24-26) 
 
 “The New Horizons' Band had a sell out on Sunday, March 8. I'm not sure if 
Mike Keith got a seat, as the parking lot was over capacity.  Thanks to the 
eighteen Barbershop family members and the other 482 walk-ons, the 
auditorium was full. Those in the band with barbershop connections: Bob 
Marshall, Doug's family (Gary Metzger and Gene Metger) and Tim Kelly.” (By 
Jack Teuber) 
 
Tom Blue’s “kids” drew raves for their performances in “Music of Hope and 
Joy, for Choir and Orchestra,” March 22, and in Damn Yankees. Mar 26-28 
 
John Hayden, with remarkable turnaround time, has produced four more training 
tracks, for our Disney show. 
 

MEMBERSHIP (at 65)  
New Member: Bill Maxfield.  Returning member: Stan Lawrence.  

Welcome, Stan and Bill!  We love to see new members! 
Renewals:  Terry Jamison (4). Bob Butcher (4), Dave Myre (4), Dar 

Johnson (4), Greg Moss (7), Wayne Cheyne (8), Al Monroe (9), Jim 
Owens (10), Bill Holmes (11), Gene Downie (12), Chuck Murray (14), 
Jeff Doig (17), Paul Smith (18), Bob Marshall (19), Mike Frye (22), 
Roger Holm (22), Howard Lynn (33) 

Pending:, Bachmann, Blackstone, Blue, DeVries, Flatoff, Legato, Mersino, 
Pioch, Quinn, Shantz, Spires, Tailford. 

Birthdays: Jeff Spires (16th), Wayne Cheyne (25th)  
Medical: Wayne Cheyne has undergone radiation treatment.  Marv Wilson 

was hospitalized with a sugar problem.  Bob Legato has returned. 
 

AROUND THE DISTRICT 
Michael Baribeau has put together a really helpful pre-schedule for the District 

Convention April 17-19.  (The real schedule is always pretty late.)  Check it out 
at  http://greatlakeschorus.org/piocon/   As of Thursday, Mar 26, BCC was one 
of ten choruses registered, and only seven quartets had registered in the main 
quartet competition. 
 
Jeff Pierson, Co-ordinator of Rockin’ Barbershop Camp, Aug 27-29, 2009, 
has sent out more info.  This is OUR Pioneer District Program.  Let’s make it 

successful! If you haven’t already done so, check out the website, 
http://www.rockinbarbershop.org/    
Jeff asks:  How can you help? 

1. Do you have a youthful quartet, either gender or mix, who can visit  
schools? 

2. Are you willing to personally contact local schools and tell the  
students and teachers about our program? 

3. Will you browse our camp website : _www.RockinBarbershop.org_  
(http://www.RockinBarbershop.org) and steer others to it? 
 

 (From Paul Ellinger) elmoTHUMM is performing at the Canton Village 

Theater on Saturday, May 23, 7 pm, which has agreed to lower its ticket price 
to $15 because they want people to see their gorgeous new theater.   
elmoTHUMM has become nationally recognized and was a featured 
entertainment in Reston, VA Mar 27-29 at the SingStrong a capella festival   
http://www.singstrong.org/  
 

AROUND THE WORLD 
Kipp Buckner has joined Old School as Tenor.  That should make for an 
interesting head-to-head this summer when Old SchoolOld SchoolOld SchoolOld School goes up against 
CrossroadsCrossroadsCrossroadsCrossroads because Crossroads bass is Jim Henry, and Buckner and 
Henry sang together in Gas House Gang, the 1993 Gold Medal quartet. 
Crossroads and Old School were 2nd and 5th respectively last summer. 
 
The  Barbershop Harmony Society sent out a new electronic survey March 27.  
It should have arrived from otsurvey@barbershop.org and directed you to the 
Survey Monkey survey site.  The survey window will be open through April 8, 
2009.  Please tell your spam filter to let otsurvey@barbershop.org pass in. ☺     
 
Jay Giallombardo is advertising the availability of his new quartet, VOCE 
(Italian – VO – chay) for chorus shows.  
 

Norman Rockwell exhibit at the DIA 
The Detroit Institute of Arts is featuring the art 
of Norman Rockwell, thru May 31.  “Norman 
Rockwell is one of America’s most enduring 
artists; his images both reflected and helped 
shape perceptions of American culture. This 
must-see exhibition features forty-four of the 
artist’s exquisitely detailed paintings of 
everyday life, from early-twentieth-century 
small towns to the Civil Rights movement, as 
well as ALL of Rockwell’s Saturday Evening 
Post covers,” including his iconic barbershop 



quartet picture, which appeared on the Sept 26, 1936, cover. 
Corinne and John were impressed with how realistically he portrayed the culture 
(e.g. SatEvePost didn’t allow him to put Blacks on the cover, except as servants) 
out of which barbershop music arose, and then how he changed with the times, 
as our own music has. 
 
Kevin Keller, MUS Category Specialist, had an interesting entry on Harmonet.  
He analyzed the BHS membership as to what decade members joined in.  
Almost 60 % have joined since 1990.  What that tells Kevin is “what most 
people value in barbershop arrangements. We have a breadth of music available 
and it can all score well at these contests. The barbershop style did some 
growing up during the 40's to where they eliminated empty chords, added 
sevenths, created more stronger voicings, so by the 50's you started getting solid 
barbershop material. How wonderful is it that we can have arrangers of the mid-
late 50's such as SK Grundy, Busby, Latzko, Reeve, Haeger (and many more) 
alongside contemporary arrangers and everything in between and they all 
compete on the same plane. 

Our CEO, Ed Watson, adds this thought: “I'm writing to emphasize the 
statistic that most of our membership has been in less than 20 years. And yet, 
our average age is mid-sixties! What's that mean, boys and girls?  Our 
membership joins in their late 40s, early 50s when they have the time and the 
money.” 

I thought I’d compare Kevin’s data with our local data. Here it is: 

Decade BHS BCC 

1940's 1% 2% 

1950's 3% 3% 

1960's 7% 2% 

1970's 13% 6% 

1980's 18% 12% 

1990's 25% 23% 

2000's 33% 52% 
Our membership is “newer” than the Society at large, in that 75% of us have 
joined since 1990, half this decade. 
  
Dave Bennett will be leading his five-piece jazz quintet in a Benny Goodman 
tribute at Meadowbrook Music Festival on July 31, 2009 at 7:30.  Tickets are 
available thru the Palace.  “This guy is a fantastic clarinetist.  One of those 
"Once in a lifetime talents" that you get a chance to see/hear.  He received two 
or perhaps three standing ovations at the NOCB concert a couple weeks back.  
Catch him if you can.... you won't be sorry.”  (Ross Ensign) 
 

 

How to be a great baritone 

http://www.barbershop.org/documents.aspx 
submitted by Ron Knickerbocker, The Regents, 1974 champion 

There are only two things one must do to be a great baritone: use proper 
vocal production and understand (and obey) the baritone's job description. [In 
terms of the latter…] a quartet baritone or baritone section in a chorus has three 
basic responsibilities: 

• tuning chords 

• balancing chords 

• staying out of the way. 
In both tuning and balancing it is critical to know what part of the chord you 

are singing. 
For mathematical reasons, fifths should be sung a tad sharp, and minor 

(barbershop) sevenths need to be tuned a bit flat. Thirds should be sung sharp, 
because we habitually sing them way too flat. As a general rule, it is easier to 
tune to the bass than to the lead. 

A bari's balance responsibility is dictated by two things. The first is where 
your note is with respect to the melody. Bari notes above the melody need to be 
sung somewhat softer (how much softer depends on how far above the melody 
your note is), while notes below the melody should be sung relatively louder.  

The second factor in balancing chords is the part of the chord you are 
singing. As a general rule, sing roots and fifths more loudly than other parts of 
the chord. 

Staying out of the way means the bari must do whatever he can to enhance 
the musical flow. Maintain vowel integrity, energize singable consonants and 
soften hard consonants.  Most of the time it is desirable to substitute softer 
consonants for the hard ones, like using d instead of t. The substitutions must be 
subtle, however. Don't hit the listener over the head with the fact that you are 
using a different consonant. 

Most rules have exceptions, but if you adopt these general suggestions, you 
will be well on your way to becoming a great baritone. Now, if we could only 
find a bass that deserves you! 
 

Remembering words, music, and jokes. 
Do you have more trouble learning music, or words and jokes?  In Natalie 

Angier’s NYTimes article, March 16, she says,  
this process, of memory formation by neuronal entrainment, helps 
explain why some of life’s offerings weasel in easily and then refuse to 
be spiked. Music, for example. “The brain has a strong propensity to 
organize information and perception in patterns, and music plays into 
that inclination,” said Michael Thaut, a professor of music and 
neuroscience at Colorado State University. “From an acoustical 
perspective, music is an overstructured language, which the brain 
invented and which the brain loves to hear.” 



A simple melody with a simple rhythm and repetition can be a 
tremendous mnemonic device. “It would be a virtually impossible task 
for young children to memorize a sequence of 26 separate letters if you 
just gave it to them as a string of information,” Dr. Thaut said. But 
when the alphabet is set to the tune of the ABC song with its four 
melodic phrases, preschoolers can learn it with ease.  

Really great jokes, on the other hand, work not by conforming to 
pattern recognition routines but by subverting them. “Jokes work 
because they deal with the unexpected, starting in one direction and 
then veering off into another,” said Robert Provine, a professor of 
psychology at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, and the 
author of “Laughter: A Scientific Investigation.” “What makes a joke 
successful are the same properties that can make it difficult to 
remember.”  

 
Bird "Wives" Ruin Males' Songs When Females Approach 
By Anne Minard in National Geographic News, March 18, 2009 

Some female songbirds’ sweet singing turns downright catty when 
another chick enters the picture.  

Peruvian warbling antbird couples harmonize to warn rival couples 
away from their territories. But put a single female nearby and the duet 
turns into a musical shouting match.  

The songs of warbling-antbird pairs usually begin as evenly spaced 
series of couplets. Females can either meld their tunes to their 
partner's—or jam the other's signal by jumping in at the wrong time.  

Threatened by rival pairs, the couple put up a united front, singing 
rhythmic and coordinated duets. But cooperation broke down when 
solitary rivals came around.  

Specifically, females responded to unpaired sexual rivals by 
jamming the signals of their own mates. 

Perhaps the most striking result is that males don't like females 
'jamming' their song.  Males try to avoid the females' jamming,  [In 
fact] female antbirds are right to feel threatened: They face "high rates 
of 'divorce' ... along with evidence of extrapair copulations and 
occasional polygamy."  

 
Looking backward, 1980 – Boston Common wins 

From: Rosalind Severs-Frizzell, on Harmonet: 
For those of you who were born AFTER 1980 let me explain. 

In the 'good old days' of barbershop contests, everyone was very regimented 
in their stage presence. You bowed, stood with feet apart or closed, moved your 
arms pretty much like a puppet. 

The Boston Common had a reputation for singing in very tight harmony, 
but they stood pretty still and almost moved inward toward the quartet when the 

song would climb toward the tag. The audience didn't mind that The Boston 
Common didn't use stage presence, but were almost dazed when the quartet 
added a few precise moves. The year the quartet won the International was the 
year they wore the pink striped jackets with the straw hats that matched. Very 
Barbershop looking, very harmonious and very out of character for the staid 
Boston Common. 

Not only did they add a few choice 'moves' but they did it in an exact way 
to enhance the song. "First put your left foot here.....sway right and left - no ifs 
or buts. Doin' the barbershop strut." 

This may sound odd to explain, but the audience was mezmerized.  The 
Boston Common moved?! Garbo Speaks?! 

 

MEET DON SLAMKA and 4-EVER FAMILY 
 
Only Barber-newbies would be unfamiliar with Power Play, Pioneer’s 4th 
Gold Medal quartet. Over a period of eighteen years the quartet, comprised of 
Father Jack, sons Mike and Mark, and nephew Don, climbed the barbershop 
ladder of success to win the top rung in 2003.  For five more years they made us 
proud and entertained widely.  Then in February, 2008 they announced their 
retirement with a remarkable program that included three other Gold Medalist 
quartets - The Ritz, Gas House Gang, Rural Route 4 - and silver 
medalist Uptown Sound.  Their differences in age, station in life, goals, and 
geographical location had taken its toll.  So what are they doing now? 
 
Don Slamka lives in Reading, Michigan, ten miles north of the Ohio border.  
Four-Wheel Drive visited last year for a wonderful coaching experience, 
and we were treated afterward to hearing Don’s “new” quartet.  4-Ever 
Family is composed of Don at Bari, wife Staci and daughter Holli alternating 
at Tenor and Lead, and Don’s father-in-law and next-farmhouse neighbor Phil 
Haines at Bass.   (Old-timers will remember Phil from the Pioneer quartet, 
Philatoga Township, and his fast-lipped work singing “The Auctioneer”). 
 

 
Publicity Photo by 4-Ever Family 

 
Their rehearsals require crossing the lawn between their homes instead of 
crossing half of Michigan.  4-Ever Family has performed at several functions 



including coaching and performing at a one-day harmony workshop for forty-
two young men and women in Marine City in June, and a Sweet Ads concert in 
Flushing, in November. 
 
John: I’m calling to check in on 4-Ever Family. 
Don: Actually, we haven’t been able to practice since November.  Holli has 

been going nonstop, first in state Honors Choir, and now she’s swimming 
three nights a week.   

John: What does the future look like? 
Don: It’s possible that we’ll do some more.  We keep getting calls for shows, 

but we have to turn them down because Holli doesn’t like to be unprepared 
- even though she’d probably remember the music better than the three 
adults. If it’s not going to be just right, she doesn’t want to do it. 

John: I understand. Where does that leave you?  
Don: Still directing the Hillsdale chorus, and helping out the soloists in the 

musical at the school [Pioneer, Ohio, where he teaches biology] 
John: you’ve got quartetting in your blood.  You can’t lay fallow too long, can 

you? 
Don: It was time for a break, for me.  Otherwise I wouldn’t have been able to 

participate and enjoy what Holli’s got going on.  I’ve noticed a lot of guys 
that are quartetting either end up compromising their family time, or they 
wait until their families are grown before they get really active.  Holli’s 
carving her own path out now, with the swimming. The music thing is easy 
for her to pick up.  She’s blazing a new trail for herself. We’re learning 
from her. 

John: You going to be up at Traverse City? 
Don:  Yes, the chorus, and also a quartet from Hillsdale College in the college 

competition. 
John: Thanks, Don. 

 
Big Chief Jeopardy, #27. (Did you get these?)  

1. Answer: The GemTones.  Question: What was the name of the 2006 
Valentines quartet made up of Mazzara, Keith, DeNio, Carinci, and 
Myre? 

2. Answer: He has hiked and backpacked for a week on Isle Royal and 
into the Porcupine mountains, and traveled considerably in Europe.  He 
also collects antique scales, does photography, and plays racquetball at 
Highland Lakes.  Question: Who is Greg Moss? 

Big Chief Jeopardy, #28. (Try these.)  
1. Answer: He met Tom Newman at Fairlane Tool Company, and the two 

of them joined the BCC together. 
2. Answer: He worked as a barber on Joslyn, as a cook in Missouri, and 

as a wedding photographer. 
(Clues to the Questions in Issues # 60 and 70.) 

  
Bill Dabbs supplied this article from Bill Pascher’s Pitchpipe, the old BCC 

bulletin. 

 
 

 

 

 



 
All unattributed articles and photos by John Cowlishaw 
 

CHAPTER LEADERSHIP  
Director: Thomas Blue (248-814-9627) 
Assistant Directors: Fred McFadyen, Dick Johnson, & Bill Holmes 
President: Doc Mann (248-628-0189) 
Past President: Zaven Melkonian 
VP: Chapter Dev: Bill Holmes 
VP: Music and Performance: Roger Holm  
VP: Marketing & PR: Jack Teuber 
Secretary: Bill Auquier 
Treasurer: Dick Johnson 
Members at Large – Bob Butcher, Wayne Cheyne, Ron Clarke, Erik Domke 
Chorus Manager: Bob Greenwood 
Music Team: Holm, Blue, Johnson, Doig, Ensign, McFadyen, Murray, Prueter, 

Moss, Cowlishaw, and Brede 
 

CALENDAR  (Times are Performance Times, Warmups 30’ earlier) 

Mar 31, T, 7pm Chorus rehearsal, Crary Middle School  
Apr 3-5 Spring Retreat, Ralph MacMullan Center, Higgins Lake 
Apr 4, Sa The Brook of Roscommon 
Apr 7, T, 7pm Chorus rehearsals move to Waterford Oaks 
Apr 14, T, 7pm Chorus rehearsal, Waterford Oaks 
Apr 17-19 Pioneer District Convention – Grand Traverse Resort, 

Traverse City 
Apr 21, T, 7pm Chorus rehearsal, Waterford Oaks 
Apr 28, T, 7pm Chorus rehearsal, Waterford Oaks 
May 5, T, 7pm Chorus rehearsal, Waterford Oaks 
May 10, 3pm Gig with NOCB, Lake Orion HS 
May 12, T, 6:30 Lockwood of Waterford (rehearsal follows at 7:30) 
May 19, T, 7pm Chorus rehearsal, Waterford Oaks 
May 21, Th, 3pm Lake Orion Nursing Ctr, 585 E. Flint, Lk Orion 
May 26, T, 7pm  Chorus rehearsal, Waterford Oaks 
Jun 28-Jul 5 BHS International, Anaheim, CA 
Aug 21-22   Bush League Quartet Contest, Gaylord  
Oct 16-18   Pioneer District Convention - Kalamazoo 
Nov 7   Pontiac-Waterford Chapter Show 


