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From Director Tom 

Men and Friends of the BCC, 

Thank you all for another solid rehearsal. It was wonderful to get 

through several songs and yet do some rehearsal on spots that needed 

our attention. The Star Spangled Banner is sounding better each time 

and more confident. As Pete suggested, we will need to rehearse 

outdoors.   Thank you for making Ed Bax feel welcomed and for talking 

and singing with him. He is now an additional resource for us to connect 

to in the pioneer district. 

Thanks to Limited Edition for sharing at the Clarkston Library and for 

singing during our quartet time. It was also wonderful to see that Fred P. 

is very close to getting his barberpole pin. Maybe some of the rest of us 

should set that as a goal. 

Thanks to Freddy and Mike for sharing in the leading of our chorus. 

Let's continue our good work.  It was encouraging to see more of you 

coming out to rehearse on Tuesday. It makes teaching and singing so 

much easier and a lot more fun! 

 

From Prez Jack 

MEN, 

IT'S TIME TO PREPARE FOR OUR 70TH ANNUAL SHOW.  HOW 

CAN YOU BEST CONTRIBUTE TO THE SHOW? HERE ARE SOME WAYS. 

YOU MIGHT ASSUME A RESPONSIBILITY OR ASSIST ONE OF THE CURRENT 

CHAIRMEN.  

CAST PARTY @ HEROES 

HOSPITALITY-----LANCE SHEW 

HOUSE COMMITTEE---ROGER HOLM 

PROGRAM---- 

PUBLICITY---- 

SCRIPT----JEFF DOIG, PETE MAZZARA and ........ 

SHOW CHAIRMAN........... 

STAGE MANAGEMENT...... 

TICKETS------JIM OWENS 

 

AROUND THE PATCH 

Lockwood of Waterford. 

It wasn’t the easiest of engagements, what with many Chiefs out 

of town over the 4th of July weekend.  

But eleven men showed up at Lockwood of Waterford to help 70 

residents celebrate the 4th of July.  Freddie McFadyen led five Leads, 

three Basses, one Baritone, and one other Tenor thru the same song list 

used for Hatchery Days.  Two ad hoc quartets formed. – Sin Nombre 

(Teuber, Greenwood, Cowlishaw, Northey) and Quartet #2 (McFadyen, 

Greenwood, Cowlishaw, and Moss) – who added three songs – “It’s a 

Good Day,” “Breaking Up,” and “Can You Feel.” 

As Freddie said, “They’re one of our favorite groups; they are 

always so responsive.” 

 

The Pioneer District has assigned one of its Board members to each 

Pioneer Chapter.  Ed Bax, from the Rochester chapter, and Bass of 

Right on Q, is our rep.  He attended our meeting of July 15 to explain 

that his role as go-between. 

 

Doc Mann had surgery on July 11 at Troy Beaumont.  The surgery was 

successful, but the recovery was uncomfortable, with reactions to pain 

medication and the discomfort from those throat tubes.  He left the 



hospital July 24 and expects to spend four weeks at the Orion Nursing 

Center for his Re-hab.  Returning to singing will take a while as he 

recovers from the effect of those tubes.  

 

Bob Wallace recovered from surgery for a large ventral hernia, with a “6-

7” scar,” in time to be back to rehearsal July 29. 

 

Kathy Doig will have some serious cardiac surgery August 6, and will be 

hospitalized for about four days. 

 

Looks like we will have 31 Chiefs singing at the Tigers game, August 15.  

We will be wearing our black chorus caps.  Jack hopes to have Tiger 

tickets by next Tuesday. 

 

This will get your heart pumping - The Star-Spangled Banner sung by 

7,000 singers inside the MGM Grand Garden Arena July 5. 

 http://tinyurl.com/m8ml68j  

 

The Big Chief Chapter Picnic will be Friday, August 22, 6:00 p.m. at Bob 

and Eileen Marshall’s Sylvan Lake home.  Sign up on the picnic sheet. 

 

Jeff Doig hit by storm 

”We got back Monday afternoon. So we missed the big storms in 

Iowa. But around three a.m. Tue, July 1 a tree branch broke off and fell 

on my garage roof. Yep, we were right in the middle of it all.  So 

yesterday was spent removing that branch and calling my insurance 

man. I still have quite a mess in my yard so I'll be cleaning up Thursday 

and won't be at the [Log Cabin Days] sing out.” 

 

Congratulations to Jim Owens, our Chris Miller Honorary quartet-ee, 

who has taken so seriously the august responsibility that he has 

rehearsed and sung several songs. 

 

DOC picnic 

From Roger Holm 

There were six Big Chiefs present.   Freddie, Mike, Bob 

McCafferty and I sang a polecat, but that was it from the Big Chief 

contingent.   It was a bit chilly, so all events happened in doors.   It was a 

very good cross-chapter event, and DOC is to be congratulated!    There 

was probably a total of 12 or 13 quartets and other groups that sang - 

including the DOC chorus, with 22 guys, singing one of their last-year's 

show songs.   Well done!   And there was plenty of really good food - 

including lots of desserts!  150 people total. 

 

Eric Domke led the business meeting Tuesday night, July 29.  He urged 

use of the learning tracks to be sure we’re all off the paper by the end of 

September.  He also related a personal story about how important 

chorus camaraderie is.  We welcomed, Bill Durham, a first-time guest. 

 

Show News 

G-Fours is so entertaining that they have been invited to sing on our 

Fall show, and they have accepted.  Look forward to G-Fours 

performing four songs on the show and adding to our Afterglow. 

 

 
The Zaven Melkonian Quartet: Welcome back, Zav! 

 

 
The Gil Schreiner Quartet 



QUARTETS 

4GVN (From Wayne Oberstadt) 

 “My Quartet 4GVN just finished doing our 4th annual sing-out for 

Brightmoor Christian Church's Patriotic Celebration Picnic. We couldn't 

ask for a better crowd of people to sing for! They are so appreciative! 

We put smiles on a lot of faces today, including a 92 year old WWII 

Veteran who had tears of joy when we sang God Bless America for him!”  

And this reaction, “I just got barbershopped!”  

 
 

Limited Edition performed at the Clarkston Independence District 

Library’s Summer Reading Program on Tuesday evening, July 15.  The 

hour-long show included 15 songs and a light-hearted script imagining 

that the songs were being sung on a geographical tour thru America, 

Africa, and Europe.  The small (31) but appreciative audience included 

seniors from Lockwood of Waterford who had bused in to hear them. 

 

 
 

Chapter 2014 Performances thru July: 76 gigs to 4707 listeners (ready to 

bump THAT number up, Aug 15!) 

 

MEMBERSHIP: (at 51) 

Renewals: None 

Due in August: None 

Overdue: Hoff, Mann, Metzger, Perry, Valko 

August Birthdays: Jim McMain (4th), Mike Keith (5th), Anthony Hoff 

(14th), Bill Auquier (24th), Jeff Doig (29th) 

Medical:  

Duane Roy –esophageal cancer; tests on his liver came back 

positive. 

Walt DeNio – will be treated for scalp melanoma 

Mike Keith – admitted to Beaumont Hospital June 23 for fainting 

spell/dizziness brought on by low blood pressure. He is still 

experiencing dizzy spells, thinks it is due to medication. 

Ted Prueter – is being treated for leukemia 

In Memoriam: Aug 1, 2010 Wayne Cheyne #113  

 

AROUND THE DISTRICT 

Quartet Boot Camp 

By Greg Moss 

A full day of singing in the middle of the summer?  Getting through a 

two-song selection – maybe 30 times (or was it 130)?  Getting coaching 

from some of the district’s top quartet members?  Throw in a warm-up 

session, lunch, and a short workshop and you end up with the Pioneer 

District’s Quartet Boot Camp on July 19 in Okemos.  The Boot Camp is 

supported by the District and the Quartet Champions Association, 

covering most of the cost as well as providing the coaches who volunteer 

their time.  For a quartet to attend, it’s only $50, which hardly covers 

much more than the lunch. 

4GVN (Wayne, Bob, Eric and Greg) was one of ten quartets who 

attended.  Some had been to Quartet Boot Camp every year since it 

started and others, like 4GVN, were first-timers.   

Even the simple warm-up songs were cool because there was a 

balanced blend of all four parts perfectly “shot gunned” around the 

room.  It wasn’t a wall of sound; it was more like the purest surround 

sound. 



Besides the warm-ups, the opening session included a presentation 

by the leaders of the district’s youth chorus (teens to 30-year-olds).  The 

Voice, is practicing monthly for the Youth Chorus Festival in New Orleans 

in January.  The Society and Foundation are supplying room and board, 

and the Pioneer District is asking for donations to cover the travel.  

(http://www.pioneerdistrict.org/YIH/YIH.htm) 

On to coaching session #1.  Each quartet was asked to prep two 

songs; so we had two where we were confident of all the words and the 

notes:  “The Spiritual Medley” and “Ridin’ Down the Canyon.”  We 

started with “The Spiritual Medley,” and we were off and … stopping!  As 

in being stopped after one chord!!  The coaching:  You guys need to take 

a good, solid tune-up.  Blow the pitch, sing the tune-up note, and look at 

each other to confirm that everyone is ready to start. 

“The Spiritual Medley” has lots of words that end in “m” or “n,” and 

we worked on holding out the vowel so we didn’t close on the “m” and 

“n.”  The word “well” also shows up a few dozen times, and it’s easy to 

chop the word instead of singing through it.  Sound familiar?  There were 

also experiments with dynamic changes and breathing. 

After lunch, there was a choice of workshops.  We elected to stay 

together in Roger Lewis’s workshops:  Better interpretation and Better 

show packages.  Overall, some good tips in both.  For example, always 

“sing to an audience” even if you are by yourself in the shower or the 

car.  And, start a show with your second best song and end it with your 

best song.  Encore?  No.  But just in case you are forced into one, plan 

ahead and know what you would sing. 

There were two more coaching sessions in the afternoon, each one 

lasting about 90 minutes.  Same two songs; continued feedback of 

vowels, dynamics and breathing.  We were surprised that only one of the 

coaches was familiar with “Ridin’ Down the Canyon”!  The last said he 

had never heard it!  We even had a chance to sing with a few of the 

coaches.  But by 5 o’clock, we were tired and so were the coaches. 

There was a short closing session and evaluation, but the singing 

didn’t stop there.  We stopped for dinner at a nearby restaurant, where 

a couple had come in with their two girls.  So, of course, before we left 

we asked if we could sing for them – “Heart of My Heart” – from dad to 

mom.  Mom had a hard time holding it together; then she told us it was 

their 13th anniversary -- a perfect ending to our day! 

 

Beyond Belief  

Beyond Belief is a senior chorus group, seniors from all across the 

Metro Detroit area. They’ve joined because they want to be able to sing, 

dance, tell jokes and be a part of something fun and exciting.  

The chorus practices at the United Methodist Church in Novi. 

Their current performances include old western songs such as 

“Home on the Range,” “Happy Trails,” and “You are My Sunshine.”   

Past performance sites have included Oakmont Senior Living in 

Livonia, White Hall of Novi, Independence Village of White Lake, 

Independence Village of Plymouth, and Livonia Woods Nursing and 

Rehabilitation Center.  

Beyond Belief is currently in rehearsal for “Music, Music, Music” 

which will feature nostalgic music from the 1950s.  Their next public 

concert will be on August 18-19 in the Novi Middle School auditorium at 

1 p.m. 

(Reprinted from the Spinal Column) 

 

AROUND THE WORLD 

International Convention in Las Vegas 

Our new Gold-Medal quartet is Musical Island Boys, from New 

Zealand, with a final score of 89.5%.Their win was not a complete 

surprise, following their 2nd place finish in Toronto last year. 

 
“Most of all we want to thank all of you…I truly believe that this is the 

greatest community of people in the world…in a world that has so much 

turbulence and so much trouble right now, ..if everyone just sang, the 

world would be a beautiful place, right?”  Matt Gifford of the Musical 

Island Boys, as they received their Gold Medal in Las Vegas. 



Big Chief’s past guest quartets scored very well!  Forefront 

was 2nd, and Instant Classic was 8th, both beating out the likes of 

Lunch Break and TNS. 

The Collegiate quartet winner was The Academy from the 

Sunshine district with a score of 80.9.  

The Vocal Majority from Dallas were the chorus winners with a 

score of 96.8, followed by the Masters of Harmony from California, 

scoring 95.1. 

How did our Pioneer District reps do?  They received great 

scores, but the competition is tough! 

Majestyx placed 49th overall, with a score of 76.1. Paul Howe 

wrote that, “Lead Jamie Carey reported “a bit of a sore throat” during 

the competition.  A visit to the hospital afterwards revealed a sinus 

infection and strep-throat. Talk about lousy timing and bad luck!” 

The Mountain Town Singers had the smallest number of singers 

on stage, with 26, and ended up in 31st place, with a score of 75.3. 

Pioneer District representatives G-Fours tied for 21st place 

with a score of 70.3. 

The score sheets for all three of our competitors at International 

are available on the Pioneer district site. 

http://www.pioneerdistrict.org/contestsummary/contmenu.htm 

 

Videos, interviews, and photos: 

See The Musical Island Boys, The Academy, and The 

Vocal Majority at bit.ly/bhs2014champs  (All performances are 

copyrighted arrangements of public domain songs, with permission 

granted by arrangers David Wright and Tom Gentry. Share these widely, 

and embed in your chapter web sites.) 

Toby Shaver has a convention recap in his Gold Medal Moments 

at  Gold Medal Moments - 018 - Vegas Recap 

 

Instant Classic 

“What an incredible week... We are 8th place with an 86.2%... A 

record high for the quartet, but more importantly, we have been 

overwhelmed by the support and encouragement we have felt this 

week. There's a reason why this hobby is the best art-form in the world, 

and it's because of the fellowship we share with all of our barbershop 

brothers and sisters. We could not be more ecstatic about the overall 

convention, and we look forward to seeing you throughout the 

upcoming year at shows and conventions! 

“Oh, and special congratulations to our Forefront brothers for 

being the BEST QUARTET IN AMERICA! 

“We love barbershop.” 

 

MEDIA 

Barbershop on SoundCloud 

 Crossroads has put out its third CD, called The Simple Life, and 

you can hear large snippets of each song at: 

https://soundcloud.com/tags/crossroadsquartet  

 You can sample some of the best other quartets at: 

https://soundcloud.com/bgbari/simple-life-demo/recommended 

including 

Lemon Squeezy 

Ringmasters 

Pentatonix 

Straight No Chaser 

Round Midnight 

(SoundCloud is free to use and upload material. Share this with your 

friends!) 

 

CRAFT  

Vowels: Ee-ih-eh-ah-aw-oh-oo, or as they say at BCC rehearsals, “See his 

pet; Pa’s dog’s so cool!” 

 

Singing Zone 

A fellow in California named Per Bristow offers a whole singing 

program for $147.  http://www.thesingingzone.com/sing-with-freedom 

Is it better than five lessons with Linda Meehan, at $30 a half 

hour?  I don’t know. 

But he has an awful lot of students, in a program called The 

Singing Zone, which has been advertising on the BHS site. 

 

HISTORY 

"One effect of the popularity of the new commercial radio in 

1920 was to knock the bottom out of phonograph-record sales. The flat 

78 rpm records had been around since the turn of the century, but 



record companies saw them as playthings for well-to-do families of the 

time; they featured a lot of light opera, pieces by Sousa's Band, vocal 

solos by Caruso, and barbershop harmonies by the Peerless Quartet. 

Now, suddenly, people found they could hear music free on the radio; 

why buy records for seventy-five cents apiece?  

(From American Roots Music by Robert Santelli.) 

 

LETTERS 

Dear Big Chief Chorus, 

It was wonderful having your group with us again this year! Your 

music is wonderful. How can we thank you enough?! Without all of the 

entertainers, encampments and exhibitors Log Cabin Days would not be 

possible.  We thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  

Hopefully you will be able to join us next year for Log Cabin Days on 

Saturday & Sunday, June 27-28, 2015. 

With our sincere thanks, 

The Waterford Historical Society 

Becky Morgan 

 

Two letters from Doug Meiners: 

Hi everyone.  For those of you who know me from when I sang in the 

choir two years ago (and those who do not), please pray for my son 

Rocco.  He will be going in for surgery to shut down an arteriovenous 

malformation in his brain, on Wednesday.  And we would appreciate all 

your love, support and prayer. 

With my sincerest gratitude, 

Doug Meiners 

 

We are in New York City at Roosevelt Hospital. Doctor Alejandro 

Berenstein has successfully embolized Rocco's AVM.  Although he is not 

fully cured, he stands a great chance to be 100% in the near future.  This 

man and his team is known throughout the world as one of the best 

Endovascular Surgeons around.  We feel so blessed to have found him. 

Thank you all for your prayers and positive support! 

God bless, 

Doug Meiners and family 

 

 

CHAPTER LEADERSHIP 

Director: Thomas Blue (248-814-9627)   

Assistant Directors: Fred McFadyen, Mike Frye, & Bill Holmes  

President: Jack Teuber (248-334-3686) 

Past President: Doc Mann (248-628-0189)  

VP: Chapter Dev: Eric Domke 

VP: Music and Performance: Roger Holm  

VP: Marketing & PR: Open 

Secretary: Charlie Perry 

Treasurer: Duane Roy 

Members at Large - Fred Pioch, Ray Sturdy, Jeff Doig, Walt DeNio 

Chorus Manager: Open 

Captain Sunshine: Bill Maxfield 

Section Leaders: McFadyen, Stephenson, Cowlishaw, Moss 

Music Team: Holm, Blue, Cowlishaw, Doig, Frye, McFadyen, Moss, 

Murray, Prueter, and Stephenson 

Bulletin Editor: John Cowlishaw, (248-891-4498) 

 

CALENDAR,  (With Performance Times; Warm-ups 30’- 45’ earlier) 

Aug 5, T, 7:00  BCC Practice, WOAC 

Aug 12, T, 7:00  BCC Practice, WOAC 

Aug 15, 7:08 BCC Sings at Tigers-Mariners game 

Aug 19, T, 7:00  BCC Practice, WOAC 

Aug 22, F, 6:00 Chapter Picnic, Bob Marshall’s, 969 James K Blvd, 

Pontiac. 

Aug 22, 23 Bush League, Gaylord 

Aug 26, T, 7:00  BCC Practice, WOAC 

Sep 2, T, 7:00 BCC Practice, WOAC 

Oct. 4, 7:30 Rochester GoH Show “SHOW BIZ!” 

Oct 17 – 19 Fall District Convention, Muskegon 

Nov 1, 7:00  Big Chief Chorus Show, “Broadway” 

Nov 4 Christmas Chorus begins 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How ‘bout this for our next Afterglow? 

 

 
From Concho Capers, the bulletin of the Twin 

Mountain Tonesmen. San Angelo, Texas 

 

Note from Editor John: 

I have chosen a new typeface for Smoke Signals, Calibri, 11pt.  Calibri has 

been the default typeface in Microsoft Office since 2007 and was 

designed to be more readable.  (Written in Calibri) 
 
Calibri replaced Times New Roman as the default typeface in Word, and 
replaced Arial in PowerPoint and Excel. (Written in Times New Roman) 
 

Hope you like the difference! 

 

 


