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Two quartets from the BCC spent Valentine’s Day 2018 

singing to five very loveable people whose special 

someones had bought them gifts of harmony. These 

sweethearts enjoyed having (or in some cases were 

embarassed by) two 

lovesongs sung to 

them at their places of 

business.  Each one 

received a long stem 

rose on behalf of their 

adoring valentine, and 

took home as a momento her picture taken with four 

tuxedo clad gentlemen from the Big Chief Chorus.   

         4GVN (pictured at the top of the page) and 

OverTime spent the day making these deliveries and 

what fun they had. Singing 

is not only a very 

enjoyable way to serve our 

community, in the case of 

singing valentines it can 

also be a good sourse of 

revenue for the chorus.  

This year we had five paying customers, which is less 

than it has been in recent years, but both quartets went 

above and beyond the call of duty taking their 

harmonious greetings to 

express appreciation to the 

area businesses which had 

sponsored our annual show.    

And, somehow, a few 

couples out keeping the 

love-light glowing had their 

romancing unsuspectingly and harmoniously enhanced. 
 

 

Having been a member of two other chapters, one highly 

competitive and the other focused primarily on having 

fun, Reggie is delighted to be a brave in the Big Chief 

Chorus.  “I’m proud to be a part of a chorus that serves 

and blesses its community,” Reggie says.  One of his 

favorite 

experiences with 

the BCC was 

singing in 

Rochester last 

September at 

the Wheels and 

Teal ovarian 

cancer benefit. 

        This lover of Broadway musicals was introduced to 

barbershop by his father-in-law many years ago but has 

always found joy in making music.  Reggie’s diverse and 

extensive musical background includes performing 

Strauss’ “Fleddermaus” on piano at Olympia Stadium.  

Barbershop is a very nice change of pace for Reggie who 

finds it a relaxing hobby after his long career in the high 

pressure world of sales.  Reggie embodies the historic 

tradition of the Barbershop Harmony Society with it’s 

focus on making the world a better place through 

singing.  Reggie is also a supporter of the “Harmonize for 

Speech” fund; and its theme song, “We Sing that They 

Shall Speak” is still ringing in his heart. 
 

 

The long arms of our 

Chief reach all the way 

to Brunswick, GA (with 

the help of modern 

technology) to award 

our own long-distance 

brave, John Cowlishaw, 

who continues to be an 

active supporter of our tribe, with his highly coveted 

February 2018 BSOM Month certificate. 
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By Robert Edwin 

So what keeps us going? The strategies and techniques 

used to implement and maintain healthy, efficient, and 

artistic singing practices with Henry and other aging 

singers are not radically different from those we would 

use to teach younger voice students. All singers need to 

continually address the individual aspects of the singing 

system, the “tions,” as I like to call them: body position, 

respiration, audiation, phonation, resonation, articulation, 

and emotion. What is different for older singers is yet 

another “tion,” that one being expectation.   

Body Position: We begin with body position. To check 

and reinforce posture, we lift our arms over our heads, 

thus elevating the rib cage.    

Respiration:  The respiration check involves placing the 

hands around the bottom of the ribs, with the fingers on 

the abs in front and the thumbs on the lower back. 

Inhalation and exhalation that move the ribs and lower 

torso sends us to the next “tion.” Excessive movement in 

the upper body, shoulders, and neck keeps us on this 

“tion” until we get it right. Posture and breathing will be 

influenced by the singer’s physical condition, and age is 

no excuse for being inactive.         

Audition:  Audiation, also known as the auditory 

feedback loop, has to do with how we hear and monitor 

sound. Pitch problems in singers of all ages can often be 

traced to poor audiation. However, sometimes the 

problem is that they can hear the pitch, but can’t sing it 

because vocal fold activity is not at an optimum level.   

Phonation:  Henry has diminishing vocal fold efficiency, 

so the “tion” called phonation gets special attention at 

our lessons. The question is always, how much of his 

range limitation is due to naturally deteriorating vocal 

fold and abdominal muscle tone versus lack of a daily 

and systematic practice routine? The cliché, “If you don’t 

use it, you lose it” is true for all ages, since we know now 

that muscles begin to lose strength, coordination, 

flexibility, and endurance after 48 hours.         

Resonation:  Resonators can only amplify what comes 

from the vocal folds. If the acoustic signals are not 

particularly vibrant, resonators will have little to work with 

and resonation will be compromised. Doing resonator-

changing exercises—the “wicked witch” sound with 

lowered soft palate and high nasality on one extreme—

and the cowardly lion sound with raised soft palate, 

significantly lowered larynx, and widened pharynx on the 

other extreme heightens Henry’s awareness of his 

resonant choices so he can establish the chiaroscuro 

balance he wants.      

Articulation:  Muscular conditioning of the tongue, soft 

palate, lips, etc. via fast moving exercises can be very 

effective in addressing the issue of clean and precise 

articulation. Once again, Henry comes through with flying 

colors with regard to mobility of the articulators. We do a 

five-note up and down scale exercise that starts with the 

jaw on a “ya, ya, ya, ya . . . ,” and works its way up and 

inward via the lips (“ba, ba . . .”), the teeth (“ta, ta . . .”), the 

tongue (“la, la . . .”), the soft palate (“na, na . . .”), and the 

throat (“ha, ha . . .”).            

Emotion:  Mechanistic singers who may have relied 

heavily on micromanaging voice production and less on 

story telling usually have a difficult time fully engaging 

the emotion component. Henry has grown in his ability to 

connect actor to singer, but still tends to place more 

value in tone quality than expression. It is an ongoing 

issue with many of my students, old, young, and in 

between. Older singers, however, may have an advantage 

over youth when it comes to incorporating emotion, since 

age, because of the life experiences that accompany it, 

often allows older singers to bring a level of emotion to a 

performance that is not possible in youth.     

Expectation:  Expectations for those of us singing in the 

autumn and winter of our lives need to be based on our 

current vocal abilities. We can fondly revisit the past in 

our minds, but we must sing in the present. For Henry 

Holt Jr. and other aging singers, looking to the future also 

seems to be a really good idea as well.   

Submitted by Tom Blue 
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Online registration is now open for the Pioneer District 

2018 Spring convention in Grand Rapids on April 20-22. 

The cost is $45.00 if registration is made before April 6th, 

after which it increases to $55.00. The Big Chief Chorus is 

co-hosting the event, and registration is free for those 

who are signed up to help.  If you are helping at the 

convention, please plan on arriving at the Crown Plaza, 

5700 28th St SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546, by 12 Noon on 

Friday, April 20, 2018 

     The Big Chief Chorus will be the first competitor 

(10:15) on Saturday morning. We will not have any 

responsibilities until after we have competed. To make 

it easier for those who are helping, our dress will be the 

class B chorus uniform, consisting of a blue blazer, grey 

slacks, black shoes, white dress shirt and chorus tie. We 

will be working very hard at our Tuesday Rehearsals to 

master “There’ll Be No New Tunes on this Old Piano,” and 

“Let the Rest of the World Go By” with the new intro. 

Learning tracks are on the website. Please learn them very 

well and attend every rehearsal you can.  Last year we 

improved our score. Let’s do it again. 

 These are our tentative assignments: 

ART CARINCI-----JUDGES (FRIDAY AND SATURDAY) 

JEFF DOIG----CHORUS GUIDE / QUARTET COMPETITOR 

ERIC DOMKE---REGISTRATION (FRIDAY MORNING) 

LOBBY MONITOR (SAT.) 

MIKE FRYE---MASTER OF CEREMONY (FRIDAY EVENING) 

TBD (SAT.) 

PAT HEFNER----REGISTRATION / RAFFLE / QUARTET 

COMPETITOR 

JON KNAPP---LOBBY MONITOR (SATURDAY P.M.) 

QUARTET COMPETITOR 

DOC MANN----RAFFLE 

BILL MAXFIELD---RAFFLE 

 NANCY MAXFIELD-----REGISTRATION @ HIGH SCHOOL 

PETE MAZZARA----USHER 

CHRISTY MAZZARA---LOBBY MONITOR 

PETER MAZZARA-----USHER 

FRED McFADYEN---REGISTRATION @ HIGH SCHOOL 

GREG MOSS----QUARTET GUIDE 

CHUCK MURRAY---RAFFLE 

JACKIE MURRAY---REGISTRATION @ HIGHSCHOOL 

JOHN NORTHEY JR.---USHER 

JIM OWENS---RAFFLE 

CAROL OWENS---REGISTRATION 

CHARLEY PERRY----LOBBY MONITOR (SATURDAY P.M.) / 

QUARTET COMPETITOR 

FRED PIOCH----REGISTRATION (FRIDAY AFTERNOON) 

LANCE SHEW ----JUDGES (FRIDAY AND STURDAY) 

 NOLA SHEW---REGISTRATION 

ZACH SCHROEDER----CHORUS GUIDE  / REGISTRATION 

PREP 9:00 A.M. FRIDAY 

AUSTIN SUTHERS----RAFFLE (FRIDAY MORNING / 

SATURDAY 

SACHARISSA SUTHERS---- RAFFLE (FRIDAY MORNING / 

SATURDAY 

JACK TEUBER--REGISTRATION / VOLUNTEER CHAIRMAN 

/ QUARTET GUIDE 

 MARY TEUBER---REGISTRATION (FRIDAY MORNING 
 

Additional help is needed in the Lobby on Friday 

afternoon. If you can help or if your information is not 

correct on this duty roster, please contact Jack Teuber. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Rehearsals are every Tuesday at 7:30pm at the W.O.A.C. 

Mar. 15, Thu. Canterbury on the Lake, 5601 Hatchery Rd.  

              Waterford at 6:30. Warm up 6pm. 

Mar. 16, Fri. Auburn Hills Senior Ctr. 1827 Squirrel Rd. 

   Auburn Hills, MI at 12:30. Warm up noon. 

Apr. 20-22, Spring Convention, Grand Rapids 

May 11, Fri. Elmhaven Manor, 600 W. Walton Blvd.     

   Pontiac, MI. 1:00pm. Warm up at 12:30 

June 19, Tue. Frankenmuth Dead Creek Picnic. 

    The bus leaves at 5:00 PM 

Sept. 16, Sun. MIOCA (Ovarian Cancer Benefit), Rochester  

    Hills Village, at 9:00 AM. Warm-up at 8:30 AM. 

Nov. 3, Sat. 74th Annual Show at Mott PAC.  

Nov. 27, Sat. Waterford Tree Lighting, 5200 Civic Ctr. Dr. 

   at 6:00 PM. 

Dec. 15, Sat. Christmas Bus Tour, bus leaves at 10:45 AM. 
 

March Birthdays 
 

 

 

      5th  -  Zach Schroder 22nd  -  Tom Blackstone 

    14th  -  Eric Domke   23rd  -  Bob Wallace 

    18th  -  Bruce LaMarte 25th  -  Reggie Patrus 

 

March Membership Renewals 
 

 

 

   Blackstone, T.   Lynn, H. 

     Cowlishaw, J.   Marshall B. 

       Doig, J.   Maxfield, B. 

         Downie, G.   Moss, G. 

         Hefner, P.   Myre, D. 

         Holm, R.   Owens, J. 

         Johnson, D.   Pioch, F. 

         Legato, B.   Spires, J. 


